


  
 
 

Metro Commission and 
Metro Wastewater JPA Meeting 

 
9192 Topaz Way (MOC II) Auditorium 

San Diego, California   
 

October 4, 2007 
 Draft Minutes 

 
Chairman Abarbanel called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.  A quorum of the Metro Wastewater 
JPA and Metro Commission was declared, and the following representatives were present:  
      
1. ROLL CALL 
      

Agencies   Representatives  Alternate 
City of Chula Vista  Cheryl Cox   Arrived at 12:05    
City of Coronado  Al Ovrom   X   
City of Del Mar  Henry Abarbanel  X    
City of El Cajon  Mark Lewis   X   
City of Imperial Beach  Mayda Winter   X  
City of La Mesa  Ernie Ewin   X   
Lemon Grove  

      Sanitation District  Jerry Jones   X   
City of National City  Luis Natividad   No Representation   
City of Poway   Merrilee Boyack  X   
City of San Diego  Tim Bertch   X     
County of San Diego  Dianne Jacob   Daniel Brogadir  
Otay Water District  Mark Robak   X   

 Padre Dam MWD  Augie Caires   Augie Scalzitti   
 Metro TAC Chair  Scott Huth   X 
 Public Utilities Advisory  
      Commission  Chuck Spinks   No Representation   

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

There was no public comment. 
 

3. APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF AUGUST 2, 2007  
Upon motion by Commissioner Lewis, seconded by Commissioner Boyack, with the Cities of 
Chula Vista and National City absent and the Lemon Grove Sanitation District abstaining, the 
minutes from the August 2, 2007 meeting were approved. 
 

(Note: Commissioner Cox arrived.) 
 

4. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF METRO WASTEWATER JPA FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2007 
Upon motion by Commissioner Lewis, seconded by Commissioner Ewin, with the City of 
National City absent, the Board approved the financial statements for year ending June 30, 
2007. 
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5. METRO TAC UPDATE 
Scott Huth reported TAC discussed the following items: 
• Effects of new waste discharge requirements on collection systems. 
• Working together on the Fats Oils & Grease Programs (FOG). 
• The concept of banking capacity amongst agencies for possible future lease.  More 

information may be available at the December JPA meeting. 
  

At this time, Vice Chair Winter inquired about a drafted letter regarding potential changes to 
OPRA that was to have been distributed to all participating agencies.  Scott Huth will follow-up 
with distribution of this letter to the agencies.   
 
Dr. Tim Bertch will provide a copy of his presentation on secondary treatment to all of the 
participating agencies. 

 
6. REVIEW OF RECENTLY RELEASED STREAMLINING SAN DIEGO REPORT AS IT 

RELATES TO WASTEWATER AND POTENTIAL COST SAVINGS RESULTING 
FROM CONCEPTS PRESENTED THEREIN 
Mr. Adam Summers and Mr. Erik Bruvold, representing the San Diego Institute for Policy 
Research, gave a presentation on managed competition. 
 

7. FINANCE AD HOC COMMITTEE  
 a) ACTION - REVIEW AND ACCEPTANCE OF FISCAL YEAR 2004 EXHIBIT E AUDIT 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Ewin, seconded by Commissioner Boyack, with the 
City of National City absent, the Board approved Exhibit E from the 2004 Audit. 

 
 At this time, Commissioner Ewin noted the following estimated completion timeframes for 

Exhibit E open audits: 
• 2005 - end of November 
• 2006 - December/January 
• 2007 - Yet to open 

 
 The Committee received a briefing on some of the upcoming financing that MWD will be 

undertaking.  At the time of the Ad Hoc Committee’s meeting they were still in the process of 
securing a financial advisor, and they are moving forward on their refinancing.  The City 
indicates issuing about a billion dollars in debt that will refund all of the outstanding bond 
issues, except the 1999 bonds.  Further information will be made available at future meetings. 

 
 Commissioner Ewin also reported on a new reserve requirement.  Details will be provided as 

they are available. 
 
8. REGIONAL JOINT GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 

a) LETTER TO MAYOR SANDERS 
Chairman Abarbanel reported on a meeting held recently with Mayor Sanders, in 
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which he agreed to meet quarterly with this Board to focus on large issues.  These 
meetings will be held at San Diego City Hall.   
 

b) ACTION - CREATE AN AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE TO WORK WITH CITY OF SAN 
DIEGO REPRESENTATIVES TO MEET AND DISCUSS REGIONAL ISSUES, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ISSUES SURROUNDING UPGRADES AND 
FUTURE CAPABILITIES OF THE POINT LOMA TREATMENT PLANT 
There was consensus from the Board for the formation of the following Ad Hoc 
Committee to ensure the quarterly meetings with Mayor Sanders will be focused on 
large issues.  They will be responsible for putting together issue papers and facts, 
identifying dates well in advance, and identifying staff at the Mayor’s office to attend in 
the Mayor’s absence. The Committee includes Vice Chair Winter as Chair, 
Commissioners Cox and Caires, Dr. Tim Bertch, and Mr. Scott Tulloch.   Chairman 
Abarbanel is anticipating the first quarterly meeting to be scheduled in December.  
 
Commissioner Ewin requested that Vice Chair Winter contact him to address some of 
the key points to be discussed at these meetings.  

 
9. PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT METRO COMMISSION/WASTEWATER 

JPA MEETING 

• For information only – Draft letter regarding potential changes to the OPRA waiver 
• Secondary Treatment Presentation by Dr. Tim Bertch 

 
10. METRO COMMISSIONERS’ AND JPA BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

• At this time Paula de Sousa, JPA counsel, reported that the last agency to consider the 
amendment to the JPA agreement to include the City of Chula Vista will be meeting on 
October 17th. 

• Vice Chair Winter commented on recent articles written regarding reservoir augmentation, 
noting one that the JPA was mentioned as an alliance of cities and agencies that use the 
San Diego wastewater system.  Chairman Abarbanel suggested contacting the writer to 
interview some of the Commissioners and to write an article about the JPA. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT OF METRO COMMISSION AND JPA 

At 1:15 p.m., there being no further business, Chairman Abarbanel declared the meeting 
adjourned.   
 
 
 

 
                                                                                  

          Recording Secretary 
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Secondary Treatment Secondary Treatment 
DiscussionDiscussion

Community BriefCommunity Brief
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MWWD Summary:
• ~920 Employees
• 2008 Budget:  $470M
• 1.3M City + 1M 
regional customers
• 4 treatment plants
• 5000 miles of pipes
• 55,000+ manholes
• 80+ pumping stations
• 62,000,000,000 
gallons collected and 
treated per year

Point Loma 
Summary:
• 240 MGD Capacity
• Net Energy Producer 
(i.e. “green facility”)
• Critical component of 
wastewater system
• 93% of system flows
• All treatment plants 
depend on Point Loma
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Point Loma Wastewater Treatment Point Loma Wastewater Treatment 
Modified Permit SummaryModified Permit Summary

Point Loma 
Influent

Point Loma 
Effluent

Regulates Discharge Levels includingRegulates Discharge Levels including
Suspended Solids and Oxygen Demand (1972)Suspended Solids and Oxygen Demand (1972)
•• About 100 limits being metAbout 100 limits being met
•• BOD regulated component but not a physical concernBOD regulated component but not a physical concern

Modified Permit allowed within the Law Modified Permit allowed within the Law 
•• Recognizes not all discharges equal; applied to ocean dischargerRecognizes not all discharges equal; applied to ocean dischargers s 

No Sunset requirementsNo Sunset requirements
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San Diego Outfall Unique: San Diego Outfall Unique: 
Optimal for DispersionOptimal for Dispersion

320 feet
190 feet

Pt. 
LomaThermocline 

provides 
“ceiling”

4.5 Miles

Deepest in US

Thermocline, Bottom 
Slope and Cross 

Currents make San 
Diego outfall very 

effective One of th
e 

Longest

Unique because:
• Deepest in US
• One of Longest (4.5 miles)
• Highly Efficient Design (initial 
dilution very high)
• Thermocline keeps discharge 
deep
• Currents and slope move 
away from beach
• Bottom type does not hold 
solids
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End view of Outfall: End view of Outfall: 
Prompt Dispersion of SolidsPrompt Dispersion of Solids

End View of the Outfall
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Source: Scripps Institution of Oceanography
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NO Detectable Impact on Marine Ecology; Gain from Secondary Treatment Minimal
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